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In today’s Gospel, Jesus offers three parables to describe the Kingdom of
Heaven. He also explains why he speaks to the crowds in parables and
interprets the parable of the Sower for the disciples. This reading is a
continuation of Jesus’ discourse that we began reading last Sunday.

All three parables use commonplace experiences to describe aspects of
the Kingdom of Heaven. The first parable is longer and more detailed
than the next two, and it alerts us to the two-fold reality of the Kingdom
of Heaven.

The second and third parables call to our attention the abundance that will
result from the small beginnings of the Kingdom of Heaven. Just as a
mustard seed—the smallest of all seeds—will become a large bush, so
too God will bring his Kingdom to full bloom. As a small amount of yeast
will leaven the entire batch of bread, so too God will bring about the
expansion of his Kingdom.

In the parable of the sower we are warned against judging others. To
judge and uproot the “weeds” prematurely will harm the wheat; final
judgment rests with God. In the parables of the mustard seed and the
yeast, we are consoled by the message that God can work wonders and
produce abundance from even the smallest beginnings of the Kingdom of
Heaven.



http://www.englishmartyrshx.com/

Visit of Statue of our Ladu of Fatima- On Saturday, 12" September
the Diocese of Brentwood will host the Visitation of the National Pilgrim
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima and the relics of Saints Jacinta & Francisco,
at the Cathedral Church of St Mary and St Helen, Brentwood. This
will be a Day of Prayer & Devotions, with the opportunity for the
veneration of the relics. Bishop Alan accompanied by Priests of the
Diocese will concelebrate Holy Mass.

Free Will & Grace, 28 - 31 August 2026

Join us for a theological and philosophical deep dive on one of the great
themes of the Christian Faith: human freedom and Divine grace. With
lectures and workshops building on St Thomas Aquinas' writings, the
course will also explore questions of conscience and the problem of evil.
This year's guest speaker will be Rev. Dr Simon Gaine, OP.
https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/free-will-grace-course/

Talk to Youth Ministry

On Wednesday, 7 October, Chelmsford Knights of St. Columba will be
presenting their Annual Lecture on the topic “Why Youth Ministry?”.
The speaker will be Fr. Michael Barwick, one of the Diocese of
Brentwood’s most experienced ministers to young people.

Michael will be talking about Christian Youth Work, how it is
undertaken and what it aims to achieve.

His talk will interest anyone working with young people, volunteers or
professionals, in schools, parishes or youth service.

The talk will be at St. Augustine’s Church, Springfield (CM1 6GQ) at
8pm on Wednesday, 7 October. There is parking at the church.

New Vacancy - Parish Bookkeeper- Cathedral House

A vacancy has arisen for a Parish Bookkeeper, to provide dedicated
support in respect of financial control and reporting functions to
individual Parishes and manage the day-to-day parish related accounting
function within the central finance department.

The full job description is available on our website
www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/diocese/working-for-us

The closing date for applications is 31% July 2026 and we will then
invite suitable applicants to interview.

If you have any queries or if you would like to apply, please send your

CV to hr@bredt.org
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Please Pray for the Sick and Housebound of our Parish

Asher Ayankoya, Maureen Chaliss, Angelo Farrugia, Kieran Fowley,
Albert Hernandez, Brenda Humphreys, Colin Johns, George Malaj,
Margaret, Sheila McCurdy, Sheila Murphy, Pradeepan Ragunathan,
Mary Scully, Greta Street, Robert Corcy, Catherine Fant, Elsie Hayes,
Mrs Joyce Drisscot, Pauline O’Sullivan. If any housebound
parishioner would like a pastoral visit, then please contact the
parish office.

Pay Direct into the English Martyrs Bank Account
If you wish to pay direct into the church’s account, the details are Sort
Code 40-13-22, A/C No. 11019198.

Weekly Finance
The weekly collection for the 12.07.26 was as follows:

Main Collection: £202.27 (Envelopes: £35.00, LP: £167.27)
Second Collection (Stella Maris): £42.11 (GA: £26, LP: £16.11)
Candles: £3.92 (LP)

Papers: £1.55 (LP)

Parish Funds: £20 (LP)

Total: £269.85

Mission Appeal
Anyone that wants to donate can still do so via scanning the QR
code at the back of the church.

Sunday 16™ August — Garden Mass - POSTPONED
More Details to the follow.

And Finally.......
“The way of love has a name; it is Sacrifice.” - Saint Jose Maria
Escriva




Mass Intentions

Sunday 19" July Mass 10am
Robert Carey & Joan
Thanksgiving
Donor Georgiana Nestle

Monday 20™ July Mass 9am
Robert Carey (RIP)
Tuesday 21 July Mass 9am
Thursday 23" July Mass 9am
Friday 24™ July Mass 9am
Gabriela Arul
Thanksgiving

The Holy Rosary is Recited after weekday Mass. Exposition on every
Friday after Mass. Please note: the Church is closed on Wednesdays
and Saturdays.

Parish Priest: Father Cherian John: 01708 507020

Master of Ceremony : Graham Daniels (07542 588763)

Parish Council Secretary: Shawn Henry (07811 431771)

Diocesan Safeguarding Representative: J Parkinson (07456 849162)

Parish Council Chair; Mark Eadon

Legion of Mary: Michael Okafor (07956 586370)

Confession Friday after Mass.
Legion of Mary After Sunday Morning Mass 11 am
Baptisms and Weddings By Appointment




