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SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
SUNDAY 3RD JANUARY 2021
THE NEW VISION
The anonymous disciple of Isaiah wrote just after the exile, when the prophet spoke to the shrinking hope of those who had returned to the desolate land. To them he proclaimed a lyrical vision of Jerusalem’s future splendour. The opulence pictured is less striking than who it is that bears it:  It is a long column of Gentiles lined up to do homage In Jerusalem. The image reflects God’s glory and recalls Isaiah’s prophecy that many nations will one day stream to the Mount Zion to learn God’s ways (Isaiah 2:1-4). 
Casual readers of Matthew’s Gospel might focus on the exotic visitors from the east, or on Herod’s anger against them. But in Matthew’s account of the Gospel, the appearance of the Magi represents an almost liturgical introduction of the Gentiles into the court of the Messiah-King. This is the message of today’s three readings as well as the Responsorial Psalm. 

It is difficult to overstate the complexity and importance of the question that faced the first generation of Christians, virtually all of whom were Jews. Must Gentiles become Jews in order to become Christians? A strong conversation group on one side said yes, this was the way of salvation revealed to Moses. A more liberal group said no, Jesus offered salvation freely to everyone who responded to him, even to Gentiles. 

Matthew seems to represent a middle group that insists on the integrity of Torah and includes the Gentiles by the mercy of God. In his Gospel, on the one hand, Jesus insists that “not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the law, until all things have taken place” (5:18). But on the other hand, “many will come from the east and the west, and will recline with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob at the banquet in the kingdom of heaven, but the children of the kingdom will be driven out into the outer darkness” (8:11-12).
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Solemnity Of The Epiphany Of The Lord

Sunday 3rd January 2021

Liturgical Calendar
Sunday 3rd January

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
Sunday 10th January

Baptism of the Lord
DUE TO THE SEVERITY OF THE PANDEMIC THERE WILL NOT BE A 12NOON MASS FROM 10TH JANUARY IN CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  LIVE STREAMING WILL CONTINUE AT 10AM AS BEFORE. 

WEDNESDAY’S PRIVATE PRAYER WILL BE POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

RIP
We were very sorry to hear of the sudden passing of David Wright, husband of Mary Wright and brother in law of Anne Keys. Please pray for the repose of his sole and remember the family in your prayers at this very sad time.
Welcome

We welcome into the family of our Parish Luke Donald Antonio Matarrese, who was baptised last Sunday 27th December and we congratulate his parents Maria and Daniele. 
Masses & Intentions This Week

Sunday 3rd January 

10.00 am

Brieaal Marsh










(donor – E Kyte)





12.00 pm

David Wright - RIP

Monday 4th January

10.00 am

Peter Cullis – RIP









(donor – Joan Carey)



Tuesday 5th January

10.00 am



Wednesday 6th January

10.00 am

Thursday 7th January

10.00 am

Friday 8th January


10.00 am

Saturday 9th January

10.00 am

Sunday 10th January

10.00 am

Financial Support for your Parish
We wish to thank those who have been most generous in your contributions to the parish finance. Those who have not yet thought about giving, you have the option of either donating on line, information below or simply pop your envelope through the Presbytery letterbox. https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/donations?parish=hornchurch-2. We appreciate your help and understanding.

USEFUL WEBSITES
For those who have access to a computer, you may find the following websites of help in keeping up to date with developments:
https://www.cbcew.org.uk
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net
http://walsingham.org.uk (For Live stream masses)
Parish Notice Board
Brentwood Diocesan Directory – 2021

The Brentwood Diocesan Directory is now on sale at the back of the church for £2.80.

COMMUNICATIONS DESK
The Christmas Gospels  
Fr Adrian Graffy, parish priest and member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, has prepared a series of reflections on the ‘Christmas gospels’, the gospel passages read from 17th December until 6th January. Video of the talks can be accessed by going to www.whatgoodnews.org
Liturgy Of The Word 
Apps to access readings for Mass: Daily Readings for Catholics, and Laudate. You can also access the readings by going to the website www.universalis.com
The Ursuline  Catholic Preparatory  School
Warley wins ' Preparatory School of the Year' Award.
We offer our warmest congratulations to Mrs Pauline Wilson OBE,   Headteacher of the Ursuline Catholic Preparatory School Warley   on receiving this amazing accolade.  We congratulate, also, her extremely dedicated, professional Staff, Trustees, Governors, Parents  and wonderful children.  

Please Pray for the Sick and Housebound in our Parish:  David Calder, Kathleen Clifford,  Evelyn Golding, Anna Heneghan, Paul Hogan, Pat Lark, George Malaj, Sheila McCurdy, Sheila Murphy, Don Muscat, Rachel, Mary Scully, Mary Thurgood, Mary Wright.  Rose Yates in Emerson Court. 
Parish Priest : Fr Britto Belevendran,  (01708 507020)

Parish Administrator : Daphne Thomas, Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri (11am-2pm) (01708 507020)

Diocesan Safeguarding Representative : Katie Nash (07825293308)
Finance & Maintenance : Mr Graham Daniels (01708 452406)

Parish Gift Aid Organiser : Dr Steve Pinder (01708 445443)

Hall & Lounge Bookings : English Martyrs Parish Office (01708 507020)
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