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SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
(CHRISTMAS)

FRIDAY 25th DECEMBER 2020
THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONGST US
In the First Reading, heralds hasten to Jerusalem to announce God’s victory over Israel’s enemies. The men keeping watch over the city echo the good news, which reverberates throughout the city until everyone is singing for joy. God has liberated his holy city, once besieged and destroyed by Babylon, for all to see. God’s people no longer need to lament their circumstances nor feel ashamed of past misdeeds.
Those times when God’s people experienced his saving power all ultimately point to the advent of God’s Son, who brought about a salvation beyond anything they had every experienced. As the author of our Second Reading explains, the prophets of the Old Testament testified for God, but they did so incompletely. Only God’s Son, who is himself divine, speaks perfectly and completely for God. Even the angels, despite their closeness to God, do not share the status of the Son.

The Second Reading complements the prologue of John’s account of the Gospel, which presents Jesus in exalted, cosmic language. Just as in the beginning God created by the power of his Word, so Jesus, the embodiment of God’s Word, finally and forever saves people from the sin that endangers creation. Jesus is the light that defeats the uncomprehending darkness. Those who believe that Jesus is God’s Son belong to God. Just as Jesus came from above, so now those who believe in this Word and turn to this light are joined to what is above.

John the Baptist, as well as the author and community of the fourth account of the Gospel, have testified that God’s Son came among us, as did the author of Hebrews. Today we raise our voices in joyful song at all that god has done, and we pray that our jubilant cries will reverberate to the ends of the earth.
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Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas)

Friday 25th December 2020

Liturgical Calendar
Friday 25th December

Christmas Day  -  Solemnity






Holyday of Obligation

Saturday 26th December

St Stephen, The First Martyr  -  Feast

Sunday 27th December

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph (B)  Feast
Monday 28th December

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs – Feast

Tuesday 29th December

St Thomas of Canterbury, Bishop, Martyr – 

National Feast

Wednesday 30th December
Sixth Day within the octave of Christmas
Thursday 31st December

Seventh Day within the octave of Christmas

Friday 1st January 2021

Mary, Mother of God – Solemnity






(Octave of Christmas)

Saturday 2nd January 

Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops 






Doctors of the Church

Sunday 3rd January

Second Sunday After the Nativity

Welcome

We welcome into the family of our Parish Albert Terence Laws, who was baptised last Sunday 20th December and we congratulate his parents Lisa and Peter Laws.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Christmas Octave Timetable

	Thursday 24th December:         The Nativity of the Lord 

Christmas Eve - Family Mass     5.00 pm (Livestream)
Midnight Mass                            10.00 pm (Livestream)



	Friday 25th December:              Christmas Day

Christmas Morning Mass:          10.00 am (In Church – Bookings Only)



	Saturday 26th December:          St Stephen, The First Martyr   

Christmas Octave Mass:             10.00 am (Livestream)



	Sunday 27th December:             St John, The Evangelist  

Christmas Octave Mass:             10.00 am (Livestream)



	Monday 28th December:            The Holy Innocents

Christmas Octave Mass:             10.00 am (Livestream



	Tuesday 29th December:            The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

Christmas Octave Mass:              10.00 am and 6.30pm (Livestream)

       

	Wednesday 30th December:        Sixth Day within the Octave of Christmas

Christmas Octave Mass:               10.00 am (Livestream)

 

	Thursday 31st December:            Seventh Day within the Octave of Christmas

                                                       (New Year’s Eve)

Thanksgiving Adoration                11.30 pm (Livestream)

Followed by                                    

New Year Midnight Mass             12.00 am (Livestream

Friday 1st January 2021              Mary Mother of God

New Year Day Mass:                    10.00 am (In Church)

	

	2021

	Sunday 3rd January:                  The Epiphany of the Lord – Day of Obligation

Solemn Mass:                                10.00 am (Livestream)
                                                       12.00 pm (In Church)



FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

SUNDAY 27TH DECEMBER 2020

AWAITING IN HOPE – THE SECRET OF A HOLY FAMILY
“The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision.” The Bible never explains the mechanics of God’s communication with the patriarchs, matriarchs, prophets and apostles. But God’s Word was a vivid reality to its hearers, and it caused them to act decisively, even if to outsiders that obedience appeared strange or even insane.

Abraham and Sarah set out to receive an unseen inheritance, sure of nothing except the word that had burned itself into their souls. They went out, not knowing where they were going, the Lord prompting them in vague but unmista kable ways. Most translations of Hebrews 11:11 say that Abraham received the power to father Isaac by faith. Some manuscripts, followed by the New Jerusalem Bible, say that it was Sarah who received this word:! It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, was made able to conceive, because she believed that he who had made the promise was faithful to it.” Whether or not this is the original reading, her pregnancy shows that Sarah shared Abraham’s habit of trusting the Word of the Lord.
Venerable Simeon and Anna represent Old Testament piety at its best, very much like Abraham and Sarah. Their hidden source of life was their expectant trust in the Word given by the Lord. Simeon was “awaiting the consolation of Israel” (2:25); Anna was counted among those “awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem” (2:38). From long experience they knew and lived the Word and its prophetic fulfilment as if it already existed. Because they loved and lived it, they sensed its near approach and instantly recognized the reality when it arrived.
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Tier 4 Closures
We are sorry to inform you that English Martyrs Catholic Church will NOT be open on Sunday 27th December for Mass in person but will have a livestream Mass at 10am. Also there will be NO private prayer on this day.
Wednesday’s private prayer will be postponed until further notice.

Masses & Intentions This Week

Friday 25th December

10.00 am

Nicholas Medlin – RIP









(donor – Mary Wright)

Saturday 26th December

10.00 am

Mary (Dolly) Higgins – RIP









(donor - Tom Higgins & Family)









Thomas & Jeannie Brady – RIP









(donor – Margo Fuller)









Danny Singleton – RIP/8th Anni









(donor – Maria Harris)

Sunday 27th December

10.00 am

Gerry Collins – RIP/Anni









(donor – Stephen & Fiona Collins)
Monday 28th December

10.00
am

Tommy Higgins – Ints



`





(donor – Evelyn Townsend)

Tuesday 29th December

10.00 am

The Family & Friends of Hartie/McAvoy 







Garvin and Murphy - Ints









(donor – John Hartie)

Wednesday 30th December
10.00 am

Kathleen Kenealy – RIP









(donor – Maria Poddington)
Thursday 31st December

12.00 am

Mary Glavin









(donor – E Kyte)


Friday 1st January 


10.00 am

Michael Glavin








(donor – E Kyte

Saturday 2nd January

10.00 am

Anne Boucher








(donor – E Kyte)

Sunday 3rd January 

10.00 am

Brieaal Marsh










(donor – E Kyte)
Financial Support for your Parish
We wish to thank those who have been most generous in your contributions to the parish finance. Those who have not yet thought about giving, you have the option of either donating on line, information below or simply pop your envelope through the Presbytery letterbox. https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/donations?parish=hornchurch-2. We appreciate your help and understanding.

USEFUL WEBSITES
For those who have access to a computer, you may find the following websites of help in keeping up to date with developments:
https://www.cbcew.org.uk
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net
http://walsingham.org.uk (For Live stream masses)
Parish Notice Board
Brentwood Diocesan Directory – 2021

The Brentwood Diocesan Directory is now on sale at the back of the church for £2.80.

COMMUNICATIONS DESK
The Christmas Gospels  
Fr Adrian Graffy, parish priest and member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, has prepared a series of reflections on the ‘Christmas gospels’, the gospel passages read from 17th December until 6th January. Video of the talks can be accessed by going to www.whatgoodnews.org
Gidea Park Study Days

AUSTEN IVEREIGH LIVESTREAM EVENT:  On Saturday 30th January from 11 am until 12.30 pm Dr Austen Ivereigh will speak about the book he recently co-authored with Pope Francis. ‘Let us Dream’ presents the Pope’s vision for the post-pandemic future. How should we move forward from the multiple coronavirus crises? To access this livestream event please go to www.ssppilford.org.uk and click on live stream remote services. The event, which is sponsored by Gidea Park parish in conjunction with Brentwood Interfaith, will be available subsequently on www.whatgoodnews.org Questions for Austen may be emailed beforehand to adriangraffy@dioceseofbrentwood.org
Liturgy Of The Word 
Apps to access readings for Mass: Daily Readings for Catholics, and Laudate. You can also access the readings by going to the website www.universalis.com
The Ursuline  Catholic Preparatory  School
Warley wins ' Preparatory School of the Year' Award.
We offer our warmest congratulations to Mrs Pauline Wilson OBE,   Headteacher of the Ursuline Catholic Preparatory School Warley   on receiving this amazing accolade.  We congratulate, also, her extremely dedicated, professional Staff, Trustees, Governors, Parents  and wonderful children.  

Store Room Youth Theatre

We have a youth theatre group running classes on a Tuesday evening, starting in January from 4pm – 9.30pm for children aged 5 – 14+ years. If you are interested, please call Claire on 07810634667 or email admin@storeroomdrama.co.uk for more details.
Please Pray for the Sick and Housebound in our Parish:  David Calder, Kathleen Clifford,  Evelyn Golding, Anna Heneghan, Paul Hogan, Pat Lark, George Malaj, Sheila McCurdy, Sheila Murphy, Don Muscat, Rachel, Mary Scully, Mary Thurgood, Mary Wright.  Rose Yates in Emerson Court. 
Parish Priest : Fr Britto Belevendran,  (01708 507020)

Parish Administrator : Daphne Thomas, Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri (11am-2pm) (01708 507020)

Diocesan Safeguarding Representative : Katie Nash (07825293308)
Finance & Maintenance : Mr Graham Daniels (01708 452406)

Parish Gift Aid Organiser : Dr Steve Pinder (01708 445443)

Hall & Lounge Bookings : English Martyrs Parish Office (01708 507020)
The English Martyrs Catholic Church (Diocese of Brentwood)
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